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Progress in Molecular Phylogeny of the Genus
Alexandrium ( Dinoflagellate)

Qiu Xiaozhongx‘ Chen Yueqin

Abstract Dinoflagellates of genus Alexandrium include a number of species that produce

saxitoxin which leads to parlytic shellfish poisoning ( PSP). The taxonomy of this toxigenic

group has undergone extensive revisions. However, the criterion of morphology used to

classify it was ambiguous. Ribosimal RN As and its genes provide useful and informative

markers in the studies of phylogeny. In this review, the laterest advance in molecular phy—

logeny of the Geunus A4lexandrium (Dinoflagellate) was summarized.
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